
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : THURSDAY, 05 MARCH 2015 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU WELCOMES THE SENTENCING OF TWO RAPISTS TO 21 YEARS OF 

IMPRISONMENT IN LADYSMITH. 

 

KWAZULU-NATAL MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies Mchunu, has 

hugely welcomed the court decision by Ezakheni Regional Court to sentence two rapists to 

21 years of imprisonment in Ladysmith. 

 

Ezakheni Regional Court, in Ladysmith, convicted and sentenced Ntokozo Prosperity 

Hlatshwayo (24) and Nkosingiphile Raphael Mvelase (38) to 21 years of imprisonment. 

They were each sentenced to 20 years of imprisonment for rape and one year imprisonment 

for robbery. Both accused were declared unfit to possess a firearm.  

 

The sentence emanate from an incident which happened on 31 July 2013 at about 20:00 

where a 22-year-old woman was standing in Illing Road, Ladysmith waiting for a transport 

when two men robbed her and then dragged her to a shack situated behind Illing Road. 

 

After the woman failed to arrive home, her boyfriend went to Illing Road looking for her. 

Upon making enquiries he was told by the people in the area that they had seen her being 

dragged off into the nearby shacks. The boyfriend and a friend went in search of the woman, 

calling out her name. The woman heard her boyfriend calling and managed to shout out to 

him before the suspects could silence her. The boyfriend kicked and opened the shack door 



and rescued her. They managed to apprehend the two suspects. Police arrived and the two 

were promptly arrested and remained in custody until their conviction and sentencing. 

 

Today (Thursday, March 05, 2015) Mchunu welcomed the sentencing. 

 

“I welcome the court decision. Indeed, justice has been done. Such people do not 

deserve to stay in the community.  

 

“We hope this will send a strong message to others that crime does not pay and that 

the long arm of the law will always catch up and deal with the criminals. 

 

“We also salute those who pursued the criminals and ensured that they were handed 

to the police. This demonstrates that when people work together with the police, 

criminals could be defeated,” said Mchunu. 

 

Enquiries:   Sipho Khumalo @082-682-6437 

Sipho.khumalo@comsafety.gov.za 

OR 

Kwanele Ncalane 

   : 072 803 1462/079 6995755 

   : Kwanele.ncalane@kzntransport.gov.za 
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